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FOTRS ON oowny gelrwerINg mi_ANZINAN
by Sue Talbot.

Anyone interested in
shells, especially cowri collecting thelr own troplcal

€8, would find 1t rewarding to make
a trip up the East Coast to Zanzibar, Thor o arog800d
Sheili:g gzag?::dw%thin Walking distance of the town and
oo o get to ¢
which are easily accegsibl he other beaches of the 1sland

= & by road. ombers of tho
flourishing Zanzibap COnchological Sooigtybgﬁe helpful to
visiting conchologists and wai1d be worth contacting. With
some advice from them, a collector could quite oasily plck
up about twenty cowry species on the various roefs.
Most of my collecting was done at low tide on the
reefs between mid-water and low-water springs. The cowrles

were usually found on the under surface of coral boulders,
in crevices and on weed.

There are nine abundant species which are nearly
always seen on most reefs right around the island.

These are:-  Monetaria moneta, Ornamentaria annulus, Ponda

carneola, Lg%cina I¥§x, Wstaponda Vitellus, Ovatipsa caurica,
Ravitrona vola, osaria erosa, Cypraea tigris.

C.tigris can occasionally be found in two striking
colour varieties - creamy yellow and orange.

The less common cowries tend to occur in restricted
areas. An extreme case is the onyx cowry, Adusta onyx
which was considered very rare, until it was discovered in quite
large numbers on a sandy beach on the South West coast '6f tho
igland. It was usually on or near fronds of a brown seaweed
(very much the same colour as the shell) which were washed
up on the wet sand. This cowry was not seen on any of the
other beaches of the island. My guess is that a skin diver

would probably find the animal's true habitat below low
tide level in beds of this weed.

Another allegedly rare cowry that was fairly easy
to collect once its habitat was known, was Pustularia globulus,
the beamiful little honey-coloured globular cowry. It did
not occur in the intertidal zone, but could be picked up by
gkin-diving and breaking off pieces of living coral on a
particular underwater reef near Prison Island (one of the small
islands in the harbour area). The cowry was found in
crevices in the coral. The only other cowry commonly seen
well below the intertidal zone was the tiger cowry Cypraea tigris.
The very rare Argus cowry, Arestorides argus, has also SR
oceasionally been found by diving.

COWT Talparia talpa is an unpredictable
crezture ﬁ2§a¥§;enoc cgﬁmon, but occasionally one might come
across anything up to a dozen, lying exposed on weed and in
pools, 81l within a few feet of each other,
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\ less common cowries, nine of the smaller
and pephaggoggrzhgelicate specles were found almost exclusively
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