


GENERAL NCTES:

The Secretary received a letter f :

I \ rom lMrs. Ingrid Keto
El Arish, N.Queenslanq, Lustralia, who would like to exchaﬁge
shells w1th.somgbody in Southern Africa. She is not
interested in minute shells,

ot

Mrs. Ackermann has given us the name of the following
shell collector who would like to exchange:~ IMr, Frank
Lovejoy, 195 Ocean St., Narrabeen, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia.

+t 4

SHELL: HUNTING:
y Mr. John S. Hutt.

While a conchologist, in the strictly scientific sense of
the word, will always endeavour to hunt for the "live" shell
in the rock pools, in the estuarine mudflats, by dredging, etc.
the shell collector — who is not really a conchologist -
delights himself or herself by combing the beaches.

Shells on the beaches vary very considerably in size, and
the average collector, even those who get down on to their
knees ard progress sideways along the fringe of marine jetsam
like an ungainly crab, rarely takes the trouble to pick up
anythlng_sgaller than about a quarter of an inch, unless it is
of a striking and eye-catching colour like the pink gleam of
an Amphiperas Beckeri, the glistening white of a Trivia
Pellucidula or tie red of a Gibbula Gaudiosa.

When, however, the collecting of the larger shells has
nurtured the jackdaw habit into a hobby, and the hobby shows
signs of becoming an obsession, then the shell hunter can open
for himself or herself unending vistas of discovery and
excitement by bringing home bagsful of the "Small Stuff", what
ny wife and I call "Shell Grit", for examination in .the calm
atmosphere of one's own home.

The process as as follows:- Acquire (a) a hand
magnifying glass of about 710 or even as high as 2C diameters
(b) a magnifocusser of 7 diopters (c) a pair of pointed
depilatory tweezers (d) a fine camel's hair brush; and (e) a
supply of matchboxes, labelling paper, cotton wool and larger
boxes in which to store the matchbox containers when filled.

Then the procedure is as follows:- On return from the
beach, spread out your "bag" on a tray or trays (I use an old
white bed quilt) to get thoroughly dry after having washed off
the sand and seawater in fresh water.

The dried grit can then be spread out on a white cloth
(an 0ld piece of sheeting 3 feet x 1% feet) in small quantities
in a thin layer, divided arbitrarily, by running a finger down
through the spead, into sections about 4" wide. Then,
whenever time and opportunity allows, having thus arranged a
spread, don the magnifocusser and scan your catch section by
section., I use an old nail file as a scratcher and for

turning over.,

The hunt is on, and I personally always have the feeling
thet I am an explorer entering new and unknown territory.
Where there is a lot of very fine material I sieve it through
two kitchen sieves. The first to let through anything of a
millimeter or under, end the second to pass all 2 mm material,
and the residue is put aside to be dealt with as above.

o ingly beautiful - in colour and/or sculpture -
Variet;eogmiﬁgnngrfs among the mollusca which one comes

too exciting for words. Here in Port
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OTES ON "RARE" DS AT INFFREYS BAY:

« Vi, Kenne .

___Within the last two or three monthe, a fellow collector
Uitenhage (a beginner) consulted the writer with regard to
ghell he found on the beach at Jeffreys Bay. !le was very
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Pacific and Indian Oceansfmm. B i

_The finder was rather crestfallen to learn that this

.1 does not occur on the South African coast, and the

_was probably thrown overboard from a passing ship,
coming ashoro at Jeffreys Bay.

is is the second specimen of this shell known to the
5 found at Jeffreys Bay - whether there have
hells of other species so found is not known, but
0 prove the fact that many shells have been
>ality, where they do not occur, and such
3 should be referred by the collector to some
thority on conchology for opinion,

rce of bewilderment - and subsequent
> the beginning collector, is that at some
seaside resorts, a case is found exhibiting

e shells are mostly local, but others are

r the Indian and Pacific Oceans. There
e shells, nor are localities mentioned.
ce disappointed that he - or she - failed
- "showy" shells on the local beach, until
; to someore "in the know".

he ago, the writer was discussing just
friend, and pointing out the local
. species. Just then the proprietor's
E after finding out what the talking
writer and said, "lNonsense, I
he local beach myself and put them
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