Sea Bones #10

-
l ‘: A newsletter from the Conchological Society of South Africa

Dear Fellow Shellers,

“A CABINET OF SHELLS IS A VOLUME OF FINE WROTE SERMONS”
Emanuel Mendes da Costa.
British Conchology (1778)

At the last ( 2024) AGM, our president suggested that Sea Bones be ‘resurrected’.

Here, therefore is Seabones number 10, wherein snippits of conchological info are
recorded, that might fall outside of the gambit of our official bulletin, The Strandloper.

1) On the cowrie front, some great work was recently done in unravelling a long-standing
conundrum regarding the use of the name “gondwanalandensis” for a kind of
fuscodentata/fuscorubra type cowrie. The upshot is a comprehensive paper delving into the
convoluted history of gonwanalandensis, and the naming of Cypraeovula fuscorubra
elsorum by Felix Lorenz and Bill Liltved. The name honours Renee and Mike Els,
longstanding collectors and contributors of outstanding articles in The Strandloper over
time. Well deserved indeed. The shells are found around the Betty’s Bay / Hermanus area.

2) Very recent, fascinating news, is the publication of the discovery of a new species of
bivalve that was “stumbled upon” by researchers working in False Bay. Brachiomya
ducentiunus 1s 2 mm in size, and was found living only between the spines of a burrowing
species of sea urchin in 3 metres of water in False Bay.

3) BOOK REVIEW. La Collection de VOLUTIDAE de Patrice Bail - Eric Monnier, Alain
Robin and Claude Barnel. March 2024. The massive volute collection of the late Patrice
Bail resides still with his wife, who kindly agreed to allow the authors to record this
marvellous photographic record of it. But adding value to this book, it begins with an
update on the Taxonomy of world Volutidae as was seen through the very balanced eyes of
Patrice Bail. Having had the honour of working with Patrice myself, I can testify to his
level head when working on new volute descriptions, and always sought his opinion before
describing new species/subspecies. This has brought some sense back into the taxonomy of



world Volutidae and has been widely welcomed by international volutists. A must-have for
those lovers of volutes! 176 pages filled with illustrations of some exceedingly rare
material.

VOLUTIDAE

4) Another interesting paper involving South African material has been published in The
Festivus. “The Delta-shaped Maltese Cross Cowry, Barycypraea fultoni deltiodea.” A
summary of the extract in the paper is: “A new subspecies is described, differing from
fultoni fultoni by its deltoidal shape and thick margins. A further analysis and discussion
about Mozambican populations is included”. The author, Michael Mont of USA, has
produced a superbly researched, comprehensive dissertation on this iconic species. He
delves into the fossil history as well, as it relates to fultoni, including the enigmatic
Barycypraea iungo, Aiken & Seccombe 2022, a unique fossil from Richards Bay harbour
excavations. Research was based on 11 live taken specimens from around 75 metres off
Northern Transkei.




5) During June, the oldest standing, and very well known shell dealer, Phil Clover, came to
see our lovely country for the first time. He was fascinating, and has lived a very long (90
in November) and interesting life. He balances his time between California, a cabin in the
Sierra's, and 4 months of the year on the Philippines, in a home he built there. He has had
his California home burnt to the ground, and back injuries from falling trees, but is in
amazing health. it was a pleasure to look after him. My thanks to Henk for assisting with
our visit to Rietvlei .

6) Markus Lussi has again produced another of his superb papers, this time on the bivalve
Genus Psammobidae, in which he presents the entire known species in that family
occurring in South Africa, and names two species new to science, Gari aikeni and Gari
bisculpta. His knowledge on the morphology and physical characteristics of bivalves is
amazing.

7) The recent AGM was a superb affair, notably for the high standard and multiple
contributions of exhibits. These photos will give an idea of the level that was to be seen on
the day.




7) Some lovely news from Jeffreys Bay. Recent dealings with resident Harry Deetlefs
resulted in him sending the following whatsapp. ““ I’m starting a shell club in Jeffreys Bay.
Have a lot of friends and younger generation interested”. I have asked him to keep me
informed when he has meetings, and possible topics discussed/presented.

8) For the record, and some “cone eye candy’, the author described a delightful new
species of cone from Mozambique in The Festivus of August 2023, Darioconus
paramagnificus. here are some images of this attractive new species.

Roy Aiken
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