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MEETING

Our next meeting will be held at

_ r the Zoology Department,
Unlger51ty g? Cape Town, Rondehosch, on Thursday April 25rd. 1959,
at PeMe rofessor Day will be in the chair.

Agenda: -

(1) Minutes of last meeting.

(2) Matte?s arising out of the Minutes.

(%) Elecylon of members who were proposed at the last
meeting.

(4% Proposal of new members. (see below).

(& Any other business.

(6) Mr. Talbot will show slides of underwater life in
East Africa.

(7) General discussion of cypraeidae (cowries).
A1l members are invited to bring a representative
chllection of their cowries which should be set
out for display before the meeting begins. There
will be ample time to view the various collections
and to discuss this family during and after the
tea interval.

NEW MEMBERS:

At our last meeting, held on March 8th. 1959, the following

members were elected:-
(8 = Student Member)

Miss Ann Kerr, Ryde Villa, Kenilworth Rd., Kenilworth, C.P.
Miss Elizabeth Kerr, Ryde Villa, Kenilworth Rd., Kenilworth, C.P.
Mrs. E. Lowry, Fairholme, Bathurst Rd., Wynberg, C.P.

Mrs. M. Reilly, Bar-B-Q, Jeffreys Bay, C.P.

Mrs. A. Short, Levystraat 19, Pietermaritzburg, Natal.

Mr. G.. Sole, The Cottage, Rustenburg Ave., Rondebosch, C.
Miss P, Ashby Spilhaus,Colenso Rd., Newlands, C.P.

Mrs. M.S. Talbot, Ashley, Lovers Walk, Rondebosch, C.P.

The Transvaal Museum, P.O. Box 413, Pretoria, Transvaal.
Mrs. M.B. van Heerden, 213, Plein Street, Paarl, C:P.
Master Bobby Wakeham, 5, Beach Court Mansions, lMuizenberg, C.P.

PROPOSED MEMBERS : (c
(s

Corresponding lMember)
Student Member

PROPOSER : SECONDER :
Mrs. M. Pelletier Mrs. L. Kerr

nn

Mr. J.E. Bell

Mrs. Carl B. Chandler Mr. C. Swaneveld Mr. J.N. Ackermann

Misg Patricia Preston Mrs. L. Kerr Mr. C. Swaneveld

Mr. K. Bprighton Mr. P. Elston Mr. C. Swaneveld
Mr. S. Swaneveld Mr. J.N. Ackermann.

Mr, J. Viergever

GENERAL NOTES:

The Council regrets that Mr. D.W.J. Ackermann has been obliged
resign from the Cguncil, due to the fact that he finds it very
difficult to attend meetings while living at The Strand. We
sincerely thank Mr. Ackermann for all he has done for our Society
and hope that in the future we may count on his assistance and

advice whenever required.
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Mr. F.J. Talbot, the marin i i i
e boil South African
Museum, has been elected to a1l thgglszc:;c;?e =P

4

Mrs. H.G. Freebairn, PiB. 10298 6 . g

: D, ym QLD., Australia, wants to

exchange shells with collectors i S Lt ffers trawled
Taterial ERomETIRTCan e s in South Africa. 5She o

o

Our member, Mr. D,J. Bosman, P.O. Box 1728, Bloemfontein
unfortunately had to move away,from the seZshére and would like to
correspond with some of our members with a view to obtaining marine
mgterlal. Will members who are interested in helping Mr. Bosman
kindly contact him. At the moment, he has a quantity of Unio's,
which were collected near Bloemfontein, for exchange. He would also
like to get some shill-grit from various localities.

++++

With reference to Mr. Kennelly's notes in Circular No. 4, lrs.
Weakley reports having found specimens of Charonia pustulata near
Knysna, in largg sizes, tapering, if not to a pin-point, certainly
to a plnheaq; in other words, specim¢ns that can be classificd as
perfect, quite the most graceful she has seen in a life-time of
collecting.

ottt

: In response to Mr. Kennelly's reference to Murex ramosus in
Circular No. 5, Mr. P. Elston writes as foliows:-

"Whilst I agree with our member, Mr. Kennelly, that dead shells
can be discarded from ships and carried by currents hundreds of
miles, Murex ramosus can be found on the Natal coast, though nowadays .
rarely. 1 hope to collect some more this year from May to August by
means of skin diving. Authentic specimens are in Durban Museum -
Casey collection - habitat Durban; Natal Museum - Burnup collection -
habitat Durban; both vouched for and checked by the respective
museum authorities and described also from Natal by Sowerby 1892
appendix 1897. My two specimens were collected from Durban North
Pier, June '58, but have been exchanged for Volutes with a collector

in Australia".

4+

There seems to be some confusion about membership. The Secretary
had had quite a few requests from people living.in South Africa to
become corresponding members. Although the Society was founded in
Cape Town and most members are living around Cape Town, The Society
covers the whole of Southern Africa, and anybody living in South
Africa or South West Africa can become ordinary members. In the
Constitution it was laid down that only people living outside Southern
Africa can become corresponding members.

Student membership at an annual subscription of only 5/- is open
to bonafide students or scholars of recognised educational
institution in Southern Africa.

We are sure that there are still many people who would be
intercsted. in becoming a member but who, so far, have not heard
gbout thig Society. lMembers are, therefore, kindly requested to let
the Secretary have names and addresses of those whom they feel may be
interested, so that he can contact them.

b

One of the main purposes of our circglars, apart from giving news
about the Society's activities, is to give members an opportunity of
telling others about their experiences and ideas. So far, only a few
Dembers have made use of this facility, and most contributions to the

¢ircular have been from one or two members.
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NOTES ON CLEANING SHELLS:
by P. Blston.

To those of us who like to display our shells clean and polished,
the following hints may be of use,

Removing the animals from the larger Univalves:- Contrary to the
opinion of some of our members, I find that boiling is quite
satisfactory and does not crack the shell or spcil it in zny way.,
Charonia, most of the Murex, Thais, etc., place in a pot of boiling
water for about three minutes, remove and let cool, do not plunge
into cold water, then endeavour to remove the entire znimal by with-
drawing with a suitable wire hook, when entire animal mhonlA come
out easily, If it seems that pars may break off and remaiu in the
shell, place again in boiling water for a further period znd try
again. _The writer finds the best hooks are easily mzade by obtaining
some thin ;steel wire about 8" long, make three extraciors, bend ezach
wire at one end to form a handle and twist round the sten 3t z
suitable place. At the other end form a hook, say zt 2 45° zngle,
1/8" long, and sharpen the end. Make three of these, on 1/8", one "
and one z". You will find these three sizes useful for different
sizes of shells. The larger ones needing a better grip, the writer
finds that a steady even pull with perhaps a slight twisting motion
usually does the trick. Shells with hermit crabs in them can 21s0 be
treated successfully in this manner. Should one be unfortunzte and
break the animal, leaving a portion in the shell, the following ©TwWo
methods can be used to complete the job. The first, and what the
writer terms the "smelly method", is to place the shell in fresh
water in a screw topped glass bottle - a preserve bottle is ideazl —
screw down the 1id hard and then release a quarter turn. Cnange tae
water every day and by the third day the remains can be flushed out
in a basin of water. The second method is to leave the shell in the
same type of bottle covered with methylated spirits for a week to
ten days, then remove and dry under shade. You will find the shell
then entirely odourless. The spirit does not colour the shell or
have any corrosive effect. All small shells, such as Turritella,
Epitonium and Cerithium, etc., from which the animal cannot be
removed, should be treated in this manner, but remove the operculum
first and put on one side with the name of the shell marked against
it. What the writer does is to place the operculums on = piece of
writing paper and cover with a strip of "Scotch tape", write the
name of the shell above the operculum and keep for placing again in
the shell when ready. This also keeps the operculum in the natural
state when dry. When the shell is rea@y, a slight rubbing with clear
petroleum jelly or clear mineral oil will bring up colour and remove
any salty matter from the surface.

Bivalves, of course, only need boiling? when after a short time
they gape and the animal can be removed with a suitable instrument,
the exceptions being Pinctada and other bivalves having a central
ligament - these do not gape after boiling - and after ¢ooling use a
thin-bladed sharp penknife gently worked between the valves to cut
the muscle and then gently prise apart near the posterior adductor

muscle,

4+

NOTES ON "NERITA ALBICILLA", LINN.

by D.H. Kennelly.

This well known shell is of special interest, for it has an
extremely wide range.

Investigations by the writer reveal that the species occurs all
over the Pacific, but not in New Zealand.

It also occurs living all over the Indian Ocean from the Red Sea
to the coast of South Africa.

With regard to the range on our coast, Dr. Barnard mentioned it
as occurring living in Natal, but had no record of other localities.

| —
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