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SOME SOUTH AFRICAN MARGINELLAS.

by  Christopher Valker.

Looking back in the Circula
3 : rs, I have noticed that very little mention
tizm?een made of the Mar, inellidae, so I have decided to write gomething about

B Marginella biannulata is common from intertidal waters to 7 fme. on rock
; AL atsanM. .There has been gome confusion about namee, for it has been called
.bilineata, M. biannulata (its present name), M. zonata and M, zonsta krausei.

A}l these different names have been given to one shell because it has a number of
different patterns.

1. M. biannulata has two spiral chestnut lines on the body whorl.

2. M. zonata has just one band, as if the gap between the lines of & bisnnulatza
had been coloured in.

3. M. zonata kraussi with two spiral bands of chestnut brown, the upper being
slightly thicker than a biannulata's, and the lower being much
broader so as to extend to the anterior canal.

M. biannulata has been found in False Bay and on the Atlantic gide of the Peninscu
while M. zonata has been found alive at Melkbos and M. zonata kraussi, 2 dead
specimen, at Port Alfred. Now all these froms are incorporated under one name -
M. biannulata, because they cnly vary in the breadth and position of the spiral
bands.

Marginella capensis (also recorded as M. peulla) has been recorded from
l% - 21 fms. on sand and mud. It is fairly common in False Bay and as many 28
300 have been caught in a shell trap overnight in shallow water jus? off the shore.
The colour varies from cream to light bluish and even white. 1t attains a2 length §
of approximately --inch and has a thick outer lip and four pleats (or folds) on
the columella.

Marginella musica is a very attractive shell being found from intertidal
waters to 22 fms. in False Bay and on the Agulhas Bank, 1t is characterised by
its black spiral lines against a brownish-grey bage. This species confines it-
self to sand and mud.

Marginella nebulosa is one of the prettiest and largest South African

species and may be found in False Bay and on the Agulhas Bank on sand at depths i
of 8 - 22 fms. The shell has three prominent pleats on the columella and a thick

outer lip when fully developed. The colour is grey markings against a cream back-
ground.

Marginella rosea is a Trose coloured shell with blotches. Specimens can
be found beach-washed and in perfect condition at Buffels Bay (Cape Point) and
Millers Point. Live specimens have been found by the University of Cape Town at

7 fms on sand.
i i bly merely another variety of rosea. It is
Marginella bairgtowi is proba ' .
found on sand, shale and rock from intertidal to 13 fms. It is grey in colour,
attaining a léngth of 1L ins. and has axial markings. The columella is thick
when fulfy grovn and hag four pleats. This is one of the species most easily

obtained in the Cape Peninsula.
g dn has been found at Port Alfred, The shell resemblec
Marginelle 1u3iite in colour, with three or four pleats on the columecll

a large grain of ricephi9 being covered up by the body whorl. It attains a

and no spige at all, b
length of g inch.
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