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NOTES ON THE FAMILY PATELLIDAE - Continued
by L. Brickhill
Patella tabularis Krauss, 1848,
Range: Cape Peninsula to Port St. Johns.

Remarks: These are the largest of the South African limpets, and
are found in the lower balanoid zone and extend to the infra-
tidal zone. This species usually occurs singly, never in
communities.

Description: Shell very large and massive, up to 148 mm in length,l
some broadly ovate, some orbicular, tall with the apex anterior
to the middle.

Sculpture: Shell heavy z2nd coarse consisting of ¢ to 19 or more
heavy folds, like radizl ribs, and numerous secondary ribs of
several sizes, the whole imbricated by dconselamellose growth
lines. Margin deeply and somewhat irregularly scalloped,

Colour of shell: Exterior dull reddish or rusty brown. Interior
porcellanous white with a moderately wide border of reddish brown,
being the external colour showing through at the thinner margin,
Muscular impression differentiated by colour.

Patella cochlear Born, 1773
Range: West Coast of Cape Peninsula to Port Edward in Natal,

Remarks: It is a pear-shaned limpet which dominates the lowest
intertidal band and is only. fully exposed at especially low
spring tides, giving it's name to this zone.,

Description: Shell of medium to large size up to 70 mm in length,
Solid, depressed pear-shaped with the anterior end much
constricted and produced like a spout.

Scuplture: With rather unequal radial ridges that deeply corrugate
the margin.

Colour of shell: Exterior white to yellowish brown, sometimes
bluish, often covered with pink lithothamnion algae or eroded by
smaller specimens of P.cochlear. Interior, area outside muscular
impression bluish white, scar of muscular impression blue-black.
Area inside scar impression pale brown.
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Patella concolor Krauss, 1848
Range: Port Elizabeth to Mocambique.,

Remarks: This species is exceedingly variable in pattern anq colour
but in shape it is consftant. Is found in the upper balanoid zone.

Description: Shell rather small, usually between 30 - 35 mm in
length, and of solid build. Some lines semitransparent, rather
depressed ovate, but distinctly narrowed at the anterior end.

Sculpture: With about 8C fine, but somewhat unequal, radial ribs,
crossed by dense inconspicuous concentric lirae. Apex subcentral
to about the anterior third, the area in its vicinity usually
smooth.

Colour of shell: Externally variable, ranging from pale yellow,
yellowish-brown, rusty-brown to almost black, variously maculated,
sometimes yellow form hes one or several black, or darkbrown
radial streaks, the black form has major radial point in white.

Colour of animal: Sole of foot a dark dirty grey. Side of foot,
head and rest of body a pale dirty grey, the tentacles slightly
darker than the head.

Patella oculus Born, 1778
Range: St. Helena Bay to Natal.

Remarks: This species is more abundant along the South Coast of
South Africa than on the east coast. It occurs in the lower
balanoid zone and extends to the infratidal Z0one.

Description: Shell rather large, up to 90 mm in length, is
depressed, broadly ovate and star-shaped,

Sculpture: Keel-ridged radial ribs that project slightly beyond the
mgrgin. Ribs numerous and of verying strength. Margin finely
corrugated.

Colour of shell: The exterior dull green to grey-black., Interior
is dark purplish-black, muscular impression yellowish-brovn.

Colour of animal: Sole of foot, side of foot and mantle muddy-grey.
Head and tentacles black.

Patella granatina Linn&, 1758,
Range: Rocky Point, S.W.A. to Danger Point, Cape.

Remarks: Is found in the balanoid zone, ‘but extends to the Cochlear
zone.

Description: Shell large, up to 90 mm in length, strong but
relatively light build, broadly ovate to orbicular, tall, conical
with the apex almost central.

Sculpture: Radial folds that strongly corrugate the margin. Five
of these radials on the posterior half of the shell are stronger
than the rest, radials and interspaces alike, bear closely spaced
cords that are rendered scabrous by dense concentric growth
lamellae,

Colour of shell: Externally greyish to dull white with an under-
lying pattern of dark brown, zig-zag, concentric markings, often
forming a netted design. Interior bluish-white, the muscular
impression dark chocolate. Clear defined edges, and a marginal
pattern of numerous short dark-brown dashes, with regular gaps
corresponding to external primary radials.,

Colour of animal: Sole of foot brown-grey. Side of foot grey.
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Patella oculus (4 65 mm )
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Cellana radiata capentis
(+ 25 mm)

Helcion dunkeri l/ : M '

(+ 15 mm )
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Junction between foot and mantle yellow when extended, but less
yellow when contracted. Head and tentacles black.

Patella granularis linné, 1758.

Range: Southern Angola to Natal.
Remarks: This is the only patella that penetrates the littoral zone.,

Description: A shell of small to medium 8ize, up to 73 mm in length,
ovate, slightly narrowed in front, tall, conical with the apex
slightly anterior of the centre.

Sculpture: Strong regular rounded mzjor radial ribs with slightly
weaker intermediates. 1 to 3 intermediates between the major ribs.
All ribs with closely-spaced imbricated knobs, resultant from
numerous lamellose concentric growth lines.

Colour of shell: Externally dull light brown to grey with the knobs
paler. Interior grey-white with a black marginal band, muscular
impression reddish to dark brown.

Colour of animal: Sole of foot yellow, side of foot flecked with
black around the posterior half. Head and tentacles blue-black,
mouth yellow.

Genus Helcion Montfort.

The shell of a typical Helcion is cap-shaped, high arched, with an
incurved apex at the anterior end. Circle of gills interrupted in
front. Radula with centrzl plate, 3 lateral plates and 3 marginal
plates.

Helcion pectunculus Gmelin, 1791,
Range: ILiideritzbucht, S.W.A. to the Transkei.

Remarks: Very common on open rocks in the littoral zone, usually
out of water.

Description: Shell rather small, up to 30 mm in length, solid
roundly ovate, high arched with apex incurved and almost to the
anterior end.

Sculpture: With numerous scaly to spinose ribs, both major and
minor.
Colour of shell: Exterior buff to blackish with black ribs.

Interior varying from grey to orange-brown, often the radials are
interrupted, resulting in a latticed pattern.

golour of animal: Sole of foot, side of foot and mantle grey. Head
and tentacles are a darker grey than the rest of the animal.

Helcion pruinosus Krauss, 1848.
Range: Liideritzbucht, S.W.A. to Natal.

Remarks: This species inhabits the upper balanoid zone. It's
easily distinguished from the next species, H.dunkeri, by its
almost smooth surface and radial series of sky blue spots.

Description: Shell rather small, up to 28 mm in length, but usually
smaller, rather thin, elongate ovate, narrowed anterior, rather
depressed and with the apex at the anterior end, well within the
margin. Apex usually the highest point.

Sculpture: Veak, consisting of numerous narrow radial threads
crossed by much finer concentric lirae.

Colour of Shell: Exterior yellowish-olive, sparingly dark brown,
speckled and with most of the radials minutely dotted with sky-
blue or green spots. Interior yellowish-olive, shiny and without
a clearly defined muscular impression.
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Colour of animal: The sole, side of foot, head and tentacles are
almost black, mantle light grey.

Helcion dunkeri, Krauss, 1848.
Range: Luderitzbucht, S.W.A. to Natal.

Remarks: It is a smaller shell than H.pruinosus and differs from it
in being strongly ribbed and is variously rayed with pink, red or
green, but never with blue spots.

Description: This is a small shell, up to 22 mm in length, very
thin, ovate, narrow anteriorly and rather tall. Apex anterior
third.

Sculpture: Consisting of very numerous fine radiating lirae with
linear interspaces, the whole crossed by finer and more dense
concentric threads.

Colour of shell: Variably pinkish-white, pale gree or olive-green,
radial lines of pink, red or greenish-brown. Interior shining
with the external pattern showing through. Muscular impression
indistinct, yellowish to greenish.,

Genus Cellana H. Adams.

Circiet of gills interrupted in front. Central plate of radula
degenerate, only 2 lateral plates.

Cellana radiata capensis Gmelin 1791.
Range: Port Alfred to Mocambique.

Remarks: This species is to be found in the lower balanoid zone.

Description: Shell of moderate size, up 'to 39 mm in length, rather
lightly built, except the full adult, ovate to elongate, with
anterior end slightly narrowed. Depressed to moderately elevated
and with the apex varyinz from subcentral to anterior third.

Sculpture: Consisting of very numerous fine linear, spaced weakly,
granulose or scabrous radial lirae. Margin finely denticulated,
the nine radial folds so characteristic of some subspecies of
C.radiata are subobsolete to cbsolete in C.radiata capensis.

Colour of shell: Externally yellowish or drab, sometimes with faint
darker marks. Internally yellowish with silver lustre or orange
to chestnut-brown muscular impression, and a few broad radial rays
of dark purplish-brown. Almost invariably the muscular impression
has a dark blotch running from the right to Jjust below the
constriction. Full adults and senile examples often have a
musuvular impression obliterated by a whitish callus, and in these
there is usually a smear of bright orange at the head of the
impression.

Colour of animal: Sole of foot dark grey, side of foot pale grey.
The junction between the foot and the mantle is white, with a
yellow e¢dge around the mentle. Head and tentacles dark grey.

Cellana radiata radiata Born, 1778.
Range: Inhaca Island, Mocembique.

Remarks: This Species was better known as C.rota Gmelin but it must
now give way to the present name, There are only some small
differences between this and the above species.

Description: It is relatively small of build, up to 25 mm in length

ovate to elongate. i

Sculpture: Radiating ribs numerous and regular, sometimes it is
slightly squamose at the Jrowth lines.
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Colour of shell: Exterior grey with faint irregular darker
markings. Interior pale-grey with dark brown spots or more or
less zig-zag lines, but not radiate. Muscular impression mostly
white,
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EEES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS

We are sorry to have to tell you that there will have to be an
increase in subscriptions in the new financial year commencing on
1st July.

Ever since the last increase in July, 1971 the Society has been
faced with increasing cos®ts and it is to meet these rising costs
that the Council has reluctantly taken this step of increasing the
subscriptions. To give an idea the following might be compared:

cost of paper - per rean 1971 ,98cents. 1975 R3,84
postage - per-circular 1971 ,01cents. 1975 ,04

It is obvious that the Society can no longer absorb these
increases and that they must now be passed on to the members.

The Council has decided on the following subscriptions which will
be payable with effect from 1st July, 1974,

Ordinary lMembers R4,00
Student Members R2,00
Corresponding Members R4,00 (U.S. Dollars £8,0C)

Entrance fee, not payable by Student Members, remains unchanged at
R1
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LIST OF MEMBERS

By this stage you will have received the latest List of Members of
the Society. Lvery effort has been made to ensure the correctness
of this list, but in the event of there being errors it would be
appreciated if each member could check his or her eatry and advise
us of errors or omissions.,

It must be rgmembered that it is almost impossible to issue a list
that 1is 100% correct and the following corrections and additions
must already be made.

Changes of Address:
Mrs E. Desfountain, VOS Dunnottar, PK Dunnottar, Dunnottar, 1590.
New Members:

Miss Y. Keogh, 36 Village Way, Yateley, Nr. Camberley, Surrey,
England.

Mrs D.M. Kockott, P.O. Box 11, Umtali, Rhodesia.

Miss M. Ochse, P.0O. Box 497, Rustenburg, 0300,
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Mrs J. de Klerk, 17 Hofmeyr St., Somerset West, 7130.
Mr G.T. Steel, c/o Modulus, 71 Loop St., Cape Town, 8001.
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Exchanges Wanted:

lr H., Tailhade, B.P. 1392, Djibouti, Tfai. Would like to exchange
cowries from the Red Sea against those from South Africa.

Mr G. Hubrecht, Louisweg 52, B-8450 Niewpoort-Bad, Belgium. Can
offer large and good collections, scientifically labelled, live
collected, of Western European, Artic, Mediterranean and NW-
African shells. Can send detailed lists, and would be interested
in species from S.W.Africa or Angola, but will also exchange for
Southern African species,
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THE CHAMBERED NAUTILUS NEWSLETTER

No. 1 of this newsletter, which is distributed free by the
Department of Mollusks, Delaware Museum of Natural History, Box
3937, Greenville, Delaware, U.S.A. 19807, has been received. The
following is an extract.

"There is so much interest in the biology and systematics of the
living species of Nautilus that we believe there is need for a
news letter to collect ard disseminate information world-wide.
We are willing to undertzke this but we neced help.

"Initially, we need to ¢stablish a world-wide network of
correspondents, who are either working with Nautilus or are able
to supply data coacerning them. Would you, therefore, please
indicate to us the nature of your interest and whether you wish to
participate in this project. It would also be helpful if you
would furnish us with names and addresses of other individuals
whom you think might be interested or to whom we might direct
inquiries concerning Fautiluse.

"Please address your inquiries, comments and information to the
Editor, at the above address. This newsletter will only be sent
to those who advise us by mail that they wish to be included on
our mailing list,"
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Around the Groups:

Pretoria Group, Pretoria. After a conducted tour of the Aquarium
the members gathered for our January meeting, there being nineteen
present with apologies from a further four. The Chairman spoke at
length on the pollution of our coastline and ended by stating that
he had decided to collect live shells only in sheer desperation.
Mr Don Aiken, our guest speaker, gave a most interesting talk on
"Land Snails". It appeared that 600 species were to be found in
South Africa alone and that this subject still required a great
deal of research.

® & o o o o o o e o s e e

Eastern Cape Group, Port Elizabeth. With apologies from 2 there
were 11 members and 3 visitors at our December meeting. It was
noted that the Museum had decided to put their showcases in order
themselves. The Border Group had requested help in drawing up
check lists of the coast line and it was decided that the area from
Plettenberg Bay to Mzamba be covered., It was also noted that a new
deep sea shell had been named after Mrs Watters: Fasciolaria
wattersae Kilburn, 1974, (Taxonmic notes on South African marine
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Mollusca (3): Gastropoda: Ann.Natal lMus. Vol.22(1) pg. 208,

Sept. 1974). Mr Iudik then gave a spendid slide shown on his
trip to Mauritius. Many slides were taken under water and showed
glimpses of the interesting and varied sea-life around the island
The shells on display were the Cypraea, and one interesting one
was a C.fimbriata recently found by ilrs Mears on the beach in
Algoa Bay.

Headquarters, Cape Town. Thirty-six members and visitors
attended our January meeting and were entertained with a most
ﬁnteresting talk on South African deep sea trawled shells given
by Mr le Maitre. He had on display many of the uncommon species
not often secn by the average collector. The shells for display
were "Shells from Japan" and these were admired and discussed
later in the evening.
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ADVERTISEMENTS
BERZIGOTTI & MONTANART

We are interested in collcction and commercial shells, souvenirs
and curiosities

We should be very pleased to see your lists.
Write: P.O. Box 106

47045 Miramare di Rimini
ITALY .

FOR SALE CR TRADE
Western Atlantic Specimens - deep water dredge by our own trawler.

Our interest: Cypraeidae, Marginella, Volutidae, Muricidae,
Conidae Latiaxis, Pleurotomaria, etc,

For trade please include in your first letter species you have,
prices and species you would like to trade.

NOTE: All of my specimens are live collected.
Write for free list to:-
Ted Yocius, 321 Ribault St., St. Augustine, Florida 32084, U.S.A,

Please note that the Conchological Society of Southern Africa
accepts no responsibility for anything stated in any advertisement
published in good faith nor for any transaction arising therefrom.



