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MEETING:

The Council wishes rll members a happy and prosperous 1959 and
good shelling.

We regret the long lapse since our last circular due to pressure
of work, the Festive season and sbsence of members on holidzy.

You will be glad to hear that our next meeting will be held in
the Lecture Theatre of Shell House, Greemnmarket Square, Cape Town
og Wednesday, February 4th. at 8.15 p.m. Prof. Day will be in the
chair.

Agenda: -

(1) Minutes of the last meeting.

2) Matters arising out of the minutes.

3) Election of members.

4) Proposal of new members.

5) Any other business.

6) TFilms. We hope to shown a coloured film of the Great
Barrier-Reef, which has been kindly loaned to us by
the Australian High Commissioner's office. Furthermore,
we are hoping to obtain a film on molluscs from the
Department of Education.
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NEW MEMBERS:

The following members were elected at our last meeting:-
(S = Student lMember)

44 Cape Road, Mossel Bay.

"Rosemead" , Darnall, North Coast, Natal.

Miss M. Bustin 1 Kloof Flats, Kloof Kek Rd., Cape Town

Mr. B.L. Cairncross P.0. Box 188, George.

Dr. Morris Cohen 151 Ridge Road, Durban.

East London Museéum East London.

Mr. P. Elston 907 The Gables, Victoria Embankment,
Durban.

P.0. Box 2413, Johanneshurg.

"Berneen", Hildalan Road, Claremont.

P.0. Box 4858, Johannesburg.

Mr. E.S. Bakker
Mrs. J. Barnes

Mr. A. Gardner Williams
Mr. D. Greeff
Mr. Samuel Hirschmann

Mrs. H.C. Hoets
Mr. John S. Hutt
Miss P. Ismay

Mr. Graham Ivy

Mr. D.H. Kennelly

Mr. P.J. le Roux

Mre. Vernon E. Millar
Miss G. Philip

Dr. Hanna M. Pienaar
Mrs. A.G. Richards
Miss E.L. SBtephens
Mr, F.H. Talbot

Mr. A.C. van Bruggen

Dr. L. Vari

4 Thornhill Road, Rondebosch.
27 Park Road, Port Alfred.
"The Cockoo Cloud" Pearson Ave.,
Kenilworth.
"Nant-Y-DE ", Mount Pleasant Road,
Rondebosch.
5 Fourie Street, Uitenhage.
P.0. Box 2, Kleinmondstrand.
"Jesmond", 34 Palmyra Rd., Claremont.
"The Willows", Ascot Rd., Kenilworth.
Voortrekker Rd., Bethulie, O.F.S.
P.0. Box 161, Mossel Bay.
"Hazeldene", Belmont Road, Rondebosch.
"Ashley! Lovers Walk, Rondebosch.
Div. of Entomology, Pr. Bag 134,
Pretoria.
Transvaal Museum, P.O. Box 413,
Pretoria.
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The following measurements of U I
: ‘ ) rit
collection are given as a guide:fpacimnna ilha 1

One specimen ex Trawler off Bird Ta. Algos
Bay in 30/40 fathoms. Length 225 m.m.E
width of body whorl 125 m.m.

One shell ex Jeff '
width 87 m.m. rey's Bay. Length 170 m.m.

The latter represents the average size of exemples 8o fAr
collected from rock pools at low water. Juvenile shells are
smooth, and the nodules do not appear until the shell is sbout
half grown, i.e. approximately 100 m.m.

An orange coloured variety also occurs, which is the shell
@escrlbed by Dr. Paul Bartsch as Nyctilochus slfredensis. Later
it was‘found to be identical with the usual form with the
exception of the colour.

The w?iter has collected several specimens of the form at
Jeffrey's Bay, ranging from juveniles to one of 6 inches by 7 inchee.

The latter is the largest so far collected or seen.

Dr. Barnard places this species under Gyrina, a procedure which
seems to leave much to be desired. 4 %

For over fifty years this South African shell was known as
Triton nodifera, Lamarck, and it was not until 193%2 that Turton
changed the genus to Nyctilochus. This latter name is quoted as a
synonym of Charonia Gistel, 1848, in "Johnsonia", and Maxwell Bmith
gives Gyrina Schumacher 1817, as a synonym of Ranella Lamarck 1£12.

In addition to South African specimens, the writer has examples
from the Med. Sea, Japan, Australia and New Zealand - all placed
under Charonia. All these shells bear a very close resemblancs
one another, and the writer is of the opinion that the South Africas
shell should be under Charonia and not Gyrina, as the latter
belongs to the old Ranella group.

The foregoing notes were submitted to Dr. W.J. Clench, Director

of Mollusks, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, lMass., and
this gentleman has advised that in his opinion the South African

shells should certainly be placed under Charonia.

Dr. Clench has recently completed a Monograph on the Cymatidae
and his opinion is based on his investigations into the group.

References: "Die Sudafrikanischen Mollusken", F. Krauss, 1848.
"Marine Shells of South Africa",’G.B. Sowerﬁy, 1892.
"Marine Shells of Port Alfred", W.H. Turton, 1932.

ny.S.N.M. Bulletin 91, S.African Shells",
P. Bartsch.

"Driton, Helmet & Harp Shells", Maxwell Smith, 107
"Jonsonia", Clench & Turner, Vol. 3, No. 56
(Monograph of the Cymatidae)

" i rs Guide to South African Shells"
RepLpnegs K.H. Barnard.’




